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jurisdiction, or as men said in mediaeval
language, " the whole power of the keys."
Convocation had been coerced into declaring
him head of the Church. Parliament by
various measures gave him fresh prerogatives
consequent on his new title. Rome must
move at last. The tribunal of the Rota
declared Henry's marriage with Katharine
valid ; and Clement VII., in secret consistory
(March 24, 1534), confirmed that finding.
He was answered by the Act of Royal Suprem-
acy with its " terrible powers," in November ;
and the connection of England with Papal
"Rome, which went back nine hundred years
and more, was severed at a stroke. But
Clement had passed away before the axe fell.

SECTION  II

THE  CATHOLIC REVIVAL  (1534-1616)

THAT year, 1534, is commonly and rightly
reckoned a turning-point in the history of
the Vatican. Paul III., elected October 13
by an almost unanimous vote, marks in his
own person the change from an unreformed
Papacy to another and a higher type. As
Cardinal Farnese, it was believed that he